Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


K 


UNITED  STATES  DEPART1EHT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 


September  10,  1925 

p.S.  FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  CITRUS  FRUIT 


GF-13 


SMALLER  1925  -  26  CROP  ™  DESTINE  ORANGES 


At  1,300,000  cases,  the  first  production  forecast  for  the 
Palestine  oran'^  season  of  1925-26  is  approximately  35  per  cent  less 
than  thTpast  Sar's  crop  according  to  0.  S.  Reiser,  American  Consul  at 
erusafem!    An  earlier  estate  of  200  acres  of  «  P™W^J  *»* 
increased  by  the  Palestine  Lopartmont  of  Agriculture  to  300  acres.  A 
content  authority  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  figure  ef  1,000  acres 
given  as  the  area  of  non-hearing,  trees  is  too  great.    Lack  of 
acreage  data  renders  impossihle  at  present  the  estimating  of  the  P  ^ 
in  ann^ual  production  from  young  plantings  between  nov.  and  1930. 

Production  per  acre  in  Palestine  is  estimated  at  ^f^^1^. 
220  -  350  boxes  per  acre  at  an  average  of  150  oranges  per  box,  against 
160  boxes  per  acre  in  California.    In  Jewish  orchards  the  yiel * 
than  in  Arab  orchards,  since  the  former  use  larger  quantities  °f.S°°d 
^uro!    Jews  on  some  40  per  cent  of  the  producing  orchards  agains ^° 
cent  owned  by  Arabs.    On  the  basis  of  681S  acres  as  the  area  under 
cultivation  during  the  season  1924-25  and  a  production  of  2,000^000 
boxes  for  that  season,  it  appears  that  the  average  yield  per  acre  wo  -Id 
be  approximately  293  boxes  for  all  Palestine.    This  estimate  is  m  line 
with  those  of  the  production  and  average  yield  for  earlier  years.  Dur- 
ing the  1912-13  crop  year,  It  is  estimated  that  approximate! y  5,682 
acres  were  bearing  fruit.    The  total  production  was  about  1'50?^°°  ' 
£7iL  ^n  average  yield  of  261  cases  Per  acre.    iTrees  arc  panted  at  the 
rale  of  IsZ^O  per  aero-  illustrating  an  intensive  method  of  production. 
^  orchards  appear  very  thickly  wooded,  the  foliage  entirely  covering 
the  ground.    They  are  very  well  irrigated  and  manured. 


